THE INFLUENCE OF SCHOOLING
proportion of children with LQ.s over 130 was 1 in 96,
rising in one very favoured suburb to 1 in 30 Outside
this urban region, up to the 250-foot contour line, the
proportion fell to 1 in 231, to rise again in the hills to 1 in
95. The possible errors of these experiments are such that
one dare not feel certain about the conclusions But they
seem to point in the direction indicated.1 A factor to be
borne in mind is that the population of these hills is not
descended from a peasantry but from the very active
reivers and raiders of the marches, who pitted their wits
against the equally alert Scots across the Border.
A question which has aroused even more controversy
than the preceding, and one which is fundamentally con-
nected with it, is that of the limit of the growth ef intelli-
gence. Probably no one, who, before the advent of tests,
had been asked to what age he thought intelligence con-
tinued to develop, would have replied with any age less
than twenty-one ; and I judge that most would have given
a much higher age. One of the surprises of tests has been
the discovery that average performance in them, which has
been increasing steadily from year to year up to about 11,
begins to slow down and reaches an upper limit at or
about 16 years. The exact age is disputed, whether
14, 15 or 16, but workers with tests agree on the general
fact.
The first answer of a plain man to such a statement is,
so much the worse for the tests. But the phenomenon
needs more careful description. It is seen most clearly in
group tests in which a point-score is given. For example,
in the Otis Advanced Tests the maximum score is 230,
and the average score obtained by different age groups is
as shown on page 222.
1 See Thomson, £nt  Journ  of Psychology, 1922, m, 201» and Duff
Thomson, 10 that Journal* 1923, xiv, 192.
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